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Obtaining funding for microenterprise development operations and services is especially difficult
for rural programs. Funding sources for microenterprise development include foundations,
corporations, government, individual donors, and earned income. In rural communities, there
are typically fewer private foundations, few corporate headquarters, fewer individual donors, and
less of a base for earned income. Support for federal government funding is more difficult to
sustain as rural populations have declined and rural legislators have declined in numbers. For
state and local government funding programs have to compete with demands for infrastructure
and basic needs funding, as well as the proclivity of economic development officials to invest in
attracting large, external employers to a community.

The Association for Enterprise Opportunity (AEO) is supplying this directory due to the
obstacles associated with finding sources of funding for rural microenterprise development.
This directory is meant to provide brief overviews of funding sources as a foundation for funding
research. It is not by any means a comprehensive directory. Most of the funding sources fund
both rural and urban programs; only a few sources are exclusively rural. Funders’ interests and
guidelines frequently change. Thus, this directory should only be an initial basis for more in-
depth research by the program seeking funding. The directory is organized as follows:
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Federal Funding SourcesEI

U.S. Department of Treasury, Community Development Financial Institutions
Fund

The Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) Fund provides capital and capacity
building grants to institutions that provide financial products and services to distressed
communities and low-income individuals. The Fund’s investments are meant to leverage private
sector investments. Microenterprise development programs can apply for support through the
Financial Assistance Component and the Technical Assistance Component. The CDFI Fund is
not specifically focused on rural communities.

For more information: treas.gov/cdfi|or www.cdfi.org]

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and
Families, Job Opportunities for Low-Income Individuals

The Job Opportunities for Low-Income Individuals (JOLI) Program is a job-creation program
authorized by Congress under the Family Support Act of 1988. The program’s purpose is to
demonstrate ways of creating new employment and business opportunities for low-income
individuals. Any individual eligible to receive Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
or whose income level does not exceed 100 percent of the official poverty line is eligible to
participate in a project constructed under the JOLI Program. Approximately 5 to 10 grants are
made each year. Grants from JOLI are not specifically focused on rural communities and
generally the competition for the grants are very high.

For more information: |http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/ocs|

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and
Families, Office of Refugee Resettlement, Social Services Discretionary Funds for
Refugee Microenterprise Development Projects

The Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) provides microenterprise development discretionary
grants for lending and technical assistance to various State governments, community economic
development agencies, community action and other human service agencies, local mutual
assistance associations, and voluntary agencies. Applicants must have the organizational
capacity to work with refugees who have low incomes, limited English language proficiency, and
neither assets nor U.S. business experience. No match is required.

For more information: | http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/orr/|

! Please see also, (1) Microenterprise Fact Sheet Series Issue 5, Fall 2000, Sources of Public Funding,
published by FIELD at the Aspen Institute in cooperation with AEO.
http://microenterpriseworks.org/about/factsheets/factsheetsindex.htm, and (2) Crossing the Bridge to Self-
Employment — A Federal Microenterprise Resource Guide, Interagency Workgroup on Microenterprise
Development, January 2001, http://www.fdic.gov/consumers/microenterprise/index.html.

Funding Sources for Rural Microenterprise Page 2


http://www.treas.gov/cdfi
http://www.cdfi.org/
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/ocs
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/ocs

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Community Service Block Grants

Community Service Block Grants (CSGB) is administered by the Division of State Assistance in
the Office of Community Services. CSBG funds are administered at the local level through a
network of approximately 980 Community Action Agencies (CAAs). Microenterprise
development is an allowable use of CSGB funds. There are numerous CAAs in rural areas
operating microenterprise development programs, and there are opportunities for
microenterprise development programs to partner with CAAs.

For more information: http://www.communityactionpartnership.com/ccap

U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration, Workforce
Investment Act

The Workforce Investment Act (WIA) was signed into law on August 8, 1998. It replaces the Job
Training Partnership Act and amends the Wagner-Peyser Act. WIA created a comprehensive,
customer-focused workforce investment system and reformed federal job training programs.
Offering microenterprise training and support is consistent with WIA's mandate to honor
customer's career choices. Each state develops their own five-year plans for WIA within the
federal guidelines, and then WIA funds are administered within a state by local Workforce
Investment Boards. Most of the funding decisions are made at the level of the local Workforce
Investment Boards. WIA will be up for reauthorization in 2003.

For more information: [ttp://www.doleta.gov/usworkforce/wia.cfmj or jhttp://www.afscme.org/pol}
leg/wiahome.htm| See also the Effective Policy and Practice Bulletin, “Using the Workforce

Investment Act to Support Microenterprise Development” available at[www.cfed.org]in the
enterprise development area.

U.S. Small Business Administration, MicroLoan Program

The MicroLoan Program provides a combination of grants and loans to nonprofit intermediaries
who in turn provide technical assistance and relend funds to microenterprises. Assistance is
targeted to women, minorities, low-income individuals, and others unable to access traditional
credit. Technical assistance grants are also made available to intermediaries who provide
access to other capital sources but do not lend funds themselves. There is no specific rural
focus. Funds for SBA MicroLoan program are currently very limited. At the present time
funding is geared towards areas where there is currently no current SBA MicroLoan coverage
and where existing programs have been terminated. One year of microlending experience is
required to receive funding.

For more information: |http://www.sba.gov/financing/sbaloan/microloans.html|and your local
SBA office, contact number available at|http://www.sba.gov/regions/states.html
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U.S. Small Business Administration, Program for Investment in
Microentrepreneurs

The Program for Investment in Microentrepreneurs (PRIME) provides funding for training and
technical assistance to disadvantaged microentrepreneurs, capacity-building services, research
and development regarding best practices, as well as other activities. Nonprofit organizations
that work within the field of microenterprise are eligible to apply. While no new programs have
been funded with PRIME in the last two years, AEO does anticipate that the competition will
reopen for new applications in 2004, assuming the program is re-authorized and re-funded.
There is no specific rural focus.

For more information: http://www.sba.gov

U.S. Small Business Administration, Office of Women’s Business Ownership,
Women’s Business Centers

Funding is provided for non-profits to establish Women’s Business Centers, which provide
training, counseling and technical assistance to women business owners and potential
entrepreneurs. Matching funds requirements are rigorous.

For more information: http://www.onlinewbc.gov

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Community Development
Block Grant Program

The Community Development Block Grants program focuses on the revitalization of low to
moderate income areas. The annual federal appropriation is split between states and local
jurisdictions called "entitlement communities”. Only areas with populations of more than 50,000
can become entitlement communities. States distribute the funds for localities that are not
entitlement communities. Microenterprise lending and technical assistance programs are
eligible to compete for grants or loans under the federal guidelines, however funding decisions
are made at the state or local level. Though rural microenterprise can theoretically be funded
from the “CDBG Balance of State” portions of funds, these funds are relatively limited and
generally extremely difficult to access.

For more information: [ http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/communitydevelopment]

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Business- Cooperative Service,
Intermediary Relending Programs

The Intermediary Relending Program (IRP) provides capital to an intermediary serving
businesses in rural areas with populations under 25,000. Funds are available to nonprofit
corporations and public agencies at 1 percent interest for up to 30 years. The intermediary can
set its own interest rates for relending as long as they are lawful. Loans cannot fund tourism,
recreation, or agricultural production ventures. Loans must be to establish new businesses,
expand existing businesses, generate employment opportunities, save existing jobs or create
community development projects. Many rural AEO members access IRP funds for
microenterprise lending.
For more information: | http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/irp.htm
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U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Business Services, Rural Business
Enterprise Grants

Rural Business Enterprise Grants are made to nonprofits, public bodies and tribal groups to
finance and facilitate development of small and emerging private business enterprises located in
areas with populations of less than 50,000. Eligible uses include technical assistance,
revolving loan funds, business incubators, etc.

For more information: |http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/rbeg.htm

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Business-Cooperative Services, Rural
Business Opportunity Grants

The purpose of Rural Business Opportunity Grants is to promote sustainable economic
development in rural communities with exceptional needs. These grants are made to
nonprofits, public bodies, cooperatives and tribal groups to pay costs of providing economic
planning for rural communities, technical assistance for rural businesses, or training for rural
entrepreneurs or economic development officials. The services must be provided in areas with
populations of less than 10,000.

For more information: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/rbog.htm

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Housing Services, Rural Community
Development Initiative

The Rural Community Development Initiative provides grants to intermediaries, which in turn
provide technical assistance and financing to nonprofits, rural communities and/or tribal areas in
the areas of housing, community facilities, and community economic development. Services
must be provided in areas with populations of less than 50,000. The RCDI grant has a dollar-
for-dollar matching funds requirement.

For more information: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/rcdi/index.htm

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural Business-Cooperative Services, Rural
Cooperative Development Grant Program

Rural Cooperative Development grants are made to nonprofits for the purpose of improving the
economic condition of rural areas by developing new cooperatives and improving existing
cooperatives. Grants go to eligible recipients to form and operate centers for cooperative
development--for providing education, research, and technical assistance to rural cooperatives
and assisting the cooperative development process. Grants may be awarded for up to 75
percent of the total cost of the project. The applicant must contribute at least 25 percent from
non-federal sources. Grants are awarded on a competitive basis and are based on specific
selection criteria

For more information: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/rcdg.htm|or
http://attra.ncat.org/quide/rcdg.htm.
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U.S. Department of Agriculture, Community Food Projects Grant Program

Community Food Projects are projects designed to increase food security in communities by
bringing the whole food system together to assess strengths, establish linkages, and create
systems that improve the self-reliance of community members over their food needs. The 1996
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act (FAIR) established new authority for federal
grants to support the development of Community Food Projects and the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 re-authorized the program. For more information:
http://www.reeusda.gov/crgam/cfp/community.htm|

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Value-Added Agriculture Market Development
Program Grants

The Value-Added Agricultural Product Market Development Grants Program (VADG) is a
competitive grants program administered by the Rural Business Cooperative Service at USDA
to fund agricultural value-added enterprises. It was authorized in the 2002 farm bill to receive
mandatory funding for up to $40 million annually through 2007.

For information about applying for a VADG, contact your state USDA Rural Development Office.
For more information: www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm|

U.S. Department of Education, Community Technology Centers

The purpose of the Community Technology Centers (CTC) program is to assist eligible
applicants to create or expand community technology centers that will provide disadvantaged
residents of economically distressed urban and rural communities with access to information
technology and related training.

For more information: |http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/AdultEd/CTC/index.html

U.S. Department of Commerce, Technology Opportunities Program

The Department of Commerce's Technology Opportunities Program (TOP) promotes the
widespread availability and use of digital network technologies in the public and non-profit
sectors. As part of the Department's National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA), TOP gives grants for model projects demonstrating innovative uses of
network technologies. TOP evaluates and actively shares the lessons learned from these
projects to ensure the benefits are broadly distributed across the country, especially in rural and
underserved communities.

For more information: |ttp://www.ntia.doc.gov/otiahome/top/grants/application.htr
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Appalachian Regional Commission

The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) is a federal-state partnership that works with the
people of the 13 Appalachian states to create opportunities for self-sustaining economic
development and improved quality of life. The ARC is led by a Federal Co-Chairman and the
governors of each participating state. The ARC invests funds in the Appalachian region through
state level offices and through their regional office. The ARC has invested significantly in
entrepreneurship.

For more information: www.arc.qgov

Delta Regional Authority

The Delta Regional Authority (DRA) is a federal-state partnership serving a 240-county/parish
area in an eight-state region. Led by a Federal Co-Chairman and the governors of each
participating state, the DRA is designed to remedy economic distress by stimulating economic
development and fostering partnerships that will have a positive impact on the region’s
economy. Under federal law, at least 75 percent of funds must be invested in distressed areas,
with 50 percent of the funds earmarked for transportation and basic infrastructure
improvements. The DRA invests funds in the Delta region through state level offices and
through their regional office.

For more information: www.dra.gov

State and Local Government

Many rural microenterprise development programs obtain support from state and local
government sources. In addition to federal block grant funds to states such as Community
Development Block Grants (which were mentioned above under Federal Funding
Opportunities), some microenterprise development programs have been able to obtain funding
from state revenues through various state departments, such as Departments of Economic
Development, Departments of Human Resources, Departments of Labor and Department of
Agriculture. Some states have allowed for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
monies to be used for microenterprise development services for welfare recipients, and in some
cases for persons at risk of becoming welfare recipients. Some microenterprise development
programs have been able to advocate for state government to specifically allocate funds for
microenterprise development. Specific microenterprise development allocations are usually for
capitalizing loan funds. Funding for operations, technical assistance and training is less
common. At the local level, some support has been obtained from county and municipal
governments and authorities, but amounts are usually small. Many states have enacted
legislation that provides for allocations of tobacco settlement money specific to rural areas for
economic and community development including microenterprise. A window of opportunity now
exists for rural stakeholders to gain a reasonable share of their state's tobacco settlement funds
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National Foundations

The Adrian Dominican Sisters

Address:

Phone;:

Contact Person:

Title:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

1257 East Siena Heights Drive
Adrian, Michigan 49221

517-266-3522
Lura Mack
Portfolio Advisory Board

www.admc-0p.org
PABLura@admc-op.org|

National

Loan

Program

June
$10,000-$100,000

Catholic Campaign for Human Development

Address:

Phone;:
Website:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:
Comment:

3211 Fouth Street
N.E Washington, DC 20017

(202) 541-3000

http://mww.nccbuscc.org/cchd/allocations.htm

National
Grant/Loan

Planning Grant/Social Investment Loan/Community Organization Grant

November
$10,000 and $50,000

CCHD does not determine funding based on religious/denominational

affiliation.
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Cooperative Development Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Contact Person:

Title:
Website:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

1401 New York Ave, NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005

202-383-5459
Elizabeth Bailey
Executive Director

www.coopdevelopment.org

National

Grant
Program
Ongoing
$300- $10,000

This foundation specifically funds cooperatives, and thus would only be
suitable for very narrow range of projects related to microenterprise
development.

F.B. Heron Foundation

Address:

Phone;:

Website:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Prior funder:

Comments:

100 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10005

212-404-1805

http://fdncenter.org/grantmaker/fbheron]

Grant
Program
Funded rural microenterprise development previously

The Foundation provides grants to, and investments in, organizations that
promote wealth creation strategies for low-income families in urban and
rural communities. Examples include increasing access to capital and
supporting enterprise development.
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Harry Chapin Self-Reliance Awards

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email;

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

Merck Fund Grant

Address:

Phone;:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Prior funder:

505 Eighth Ave., Suite 2100
New York, NY 10018-6582

212-629-8850

http://mww.worldhungeryear.org/programs/hcsra.asp
HCSRA@worldhungeryear.org|

National

Grant

Program

August 1

$5,000 maximum award

Organizations selected as Harry Chapin Self-Reliance Award winners are
judged outstanding for their innovative and creative approaches to
fighting domestic hunger and poverty by empowering people and building
self-reliance. The awards honor those organizations that go beyond
charity to change and that help people improve their own lives.

11 Beacon Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

617-723-2932

http://www.jmfund.org/
info@jmfund.org.

National

Grants

Program - access to markets

Funded rural microenterprise development previously
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Ms. Foundation for Women

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Prior funder:

Comments:

120 Wall Street, 33rd Floor
New York, New York 10005

(212) 742-2300

http://www.ms.foundation.org/
info@ms.foundation.org

National

Grant through the Collaborative Fund for Women
Program

Three year

Funded rural microenterprise development previously

The Collaborative Fund for Women operates on a three-year cycle.
Comments from a current microenterprise development program grantee,
“The 3 year commitment is wonderful! It has allowed real integration of
program ideas into our overall work.”

National Enterprise Facilitation Demonstration Project

Address:

Contact Person:

Email:
Website:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

1666 Conneticut Avenue, Suite 300
Washington DC, 20009

Patsy Marshall

marshall@narc.orgﬂ

http://www.sirolli.com/pdfs/expressionofinterest.doc

National
Grant
Project
Feb. 1
Varies

The National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) and the Sirolli
Institute announce a National Demonstration Initiative that will introduce
the Sirolli Institute’s Enterprise Facilitation model in six communities
across the United States. The proposal calls for a three-year
demonstration that is designed to more widely disseminate the Enterprise
Facilitation approach currently in use by the Sirolli Institute and to test its
effectiveness when compared to other models for promoting economic
development.
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National Fund for Enterprise Development

Address:

Phone;:

Contact Person:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:
Prior funder:

Comments:

addresses vary (check website to find state address)

866-268-2502
Gene Severens

http://www.cfed.org/enterprise_development/NFED/nfed_index.html
Eseverens@aol.com.

National

Grant/Loan

Capital/Lending

August

Capacity grants up to $50,000

Funded rural microenterprise development previously

This organization provides grants and loans to intermediaries, typically
statewide intermediaries, that in turn provide financing to microenterprise
development programs. Intermediaries listed on website. NFED is an
organization developed by the Corporation for Enterprise Development
(CFED) and utilizes primarily CDFI funds for their grants.

Public Welfare Foundation

Address:
Phone:
Title:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

1200 U. Street NW
Washington, DC 20009

202-965-1800
Review Committee

www.publicwelfare.org
reviewcommittee@publicwelfare.org

National

Grant

General operating support grants
Ongoing

$10,000-$150,000

They are primarily interested in organizations that address human needs,
and take a particular interest in efforts that combine elements of service,
advocacy and empowerment in their approach. The Foundation is willing
to take risks to help organizations with a sound idea, a reasonable plan
for carrying it out, and a strong base in and commitment to their
communities.
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Rural Entrepreneurship and Self-Employment Expansion Design Project

(RESEED)
Address: 600 Independence Ave SW, Room 3314
Washington, DC 20202-2650
Phone: 1-877-243-2476.
Website: http://ruralinstitute.umt.edu/training/reseed.asp
Region: Nationally
Type of funding: Grant
Area of funding: Capacity building, Services to People with Disabilities
Amount: $14,000
Comments: RESEED's goal is to build self-employment capacity among disability

agencies in rural/remote communities. They intend to improve self-
employment opportunities for individuals with significant disabilities.

W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Address: One Michigan Avenue East
Battle Creek, Michigan 49017

Contact Person: Deborah A. Rey

Title: Supervisor of Proposals Processing

Website: www.wkKkf.org

Region: National

Type of funding: Grant

Area of funding: Program

Funding cycle: Ongoing

Amount: Negotiable

Prior funder: Funded rural microenterprise development previously
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William Randolph Hearst Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Address:

Phone;
Website:

Region:

Type of funding:

Amount:

Comments:

(For East of the Mississippi)
888 Seventh Avenue, 45" Floor
New York, New York 10106
212-586-5404

(For West of the Mississippi)

90 New Monterey Street, Suite 1212
San Francisco, CA 94105
415-543-0400

http://hearstfdn.org/gl contact.html|

National
Program
$50,000-$150,000

While the Foundations tend to favor organizations that work with large
constituencies, we recognize that the demographics and service-delivery
infrastructures of rural America are significantly different from those of the

nation's urban and suburban regions. Therefore, those factors are
considered when the Foundations review requests from rural

organizations.
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Regional, State, and Local Foundations

This is not a comprehensive listing of all the regional, state and local foundations that might
potentially fund rural microenterprise development. This is just a scan of some of the

foundations. Programs are encouraged to do additional research based on their specific service
area and program specifics.

A Territory Resource

Address:

Phone;:

Contact Person:

Title:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

603 Stewart Street, Suite 1007
Seattle, Washington 98101

(206) 624-4081
Soya Jung Harris
Grant Manager

http://mww.atrfoundation.org/grants/criteria.htm
grants@atrfoundation.org

Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington and Wyoming.

Grant

Several different types of funding uses

There are several varieties of grants all of which have different deadlines.
Various

Rural Extra Credit- If the organization based is outside of Seattle or
Portland or if the work is located anywhere in Idaho, Montana or
Wyoming, or in rural Oregon or Washington.

Appalachian Community Fund

Address:

Phone;

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:
Prior funder:

Funding Sources for Rural Microenterprise

107 West Main St.
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

865-523-5783

www.appalachiancommunityfund.org
info@appalachiancommunityfund.org|

Kentucky, Tennessee, West Virginia, and Virginia
Grant

Program

Ongoing

$500-$1000

Funded rural microenterprise development previously
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Blue Grass Community Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Contact Person:

Title:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

100 Midland Avenue
Lexington, Kentucky 40508-1999

859-225-3343

Barbara A. Fischer
Grants Officer

www.bgcf.org
bfischer@bgcf.org

Central and Eastern Kentucky
Grant

Program

July

about $4,000

Send letter of inquiry to the address listed above. This address differs
from the main Blue Grass Community Foundation address.

Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation

Address:

Phone:
Website:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Prior funder:
Comments:

1400 Benedum — Trees Building
223 Forth Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

412-288-0360
fdncenter.org/grantmaker/benedum/apply.html
West Virginia and Southwestern Pennsylvania

Grant

Program

Ongoing

Has funded rural microenterprise development programs.

From their website: We honor Michael and Sarah Benedum's belief in
"helping people help themselves," and we seek opportunities to cultivate
the creativity of people and communities.
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Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation

Address:

Phone:
Website:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comment:

4801 Rockhill Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64110

816-932-1000
http://mww.emkf.org/

Kansas City, Missouri and beyond

Grants

Programs

Ongoing

From a few thousand to several million dollars

The Kauffman Foundation focuses on the areas of entrepreneurship and
education. In the area of adult entrepreneurship, much of their funding is
oriented towards encouraging entrepreneurship programming in
educational institutions, encouraging the use of their entrepreneurship
curriculum, Fast Trac, and encouraging entrepreneurship development
nationally or regionally. Kauffman is the primary funder of the Center for
Rural Entrepreneurship, which works to stimulate entrepreneurial
development in communities throughout Rural America. Funding for non-
profit programs engaged in entrepreneurship development is done
primarily in the area of Kansas City, Missouri and the surrounding area.
Thus, funding for operations and projects of individual, non-profit
microenterprise development programs is rare.

Foundation for the MidSouth

Address:

Phone:

Contact Person:

Title:
Website:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

308 E. Pearl Street
Second Floor
Jackson, Mississippi, 39201

601-355-8167
Dr. Beverly Devers-White
Vice President from Programs

www.fndmidsouth.org
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Arkansas

Grant
Program
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Foundation for the Tri-State Communities

Address:

Phone:

Contact Person:

Title:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

P.O. Box 2096
Ashland, Kentucky 41105

606-324-3888
Mary Witten Wiseman
President

www.tristatefoundation.org
MWWiseman@yahoo.com

Eastern Kentucky, Ohio, and southwestern West Virginia
Grant

Program

Ongoing

$500-$5,000

Fund for Southern Communities

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Golden Leaf
Address:
Phone:

Website:
Email;

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Prior funder:

4285 Memorial Drive, Suite G
Decatur, GA 30032

404-292-7600

www.fund4south.org/grants.html
MWWiseman@yahoo.com

North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia
Grant

Program

April 1, October 1

$1,000-$5,000

800 Tiffany Boulevard, Suite 200
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 27804

252-442-7474

www.goldenleaf.org
info@goldenleaf.org

North Carolina

Grant

Program

August (proposals)

Funded rural microenterprise development previously

Funding Sources for Rural Microenterprise
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The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Contact Person:

Title:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

900 Lee Street, East, Suite 1600
East Charleston, West Virginia 25301

800-467-5909
Kim Tieman
Senior Program Manager

www.tgkvf.org
tgkvf@citynetnet

West Virginia, Kianawha River Valley
Grant

Program

Education- Feb, Human Services- May
$400- $10,000 average is $8,000

Community Development is a general category for grants. Improving the
quality of life, promoting economic development, and reducing poverty.
All three contribute to a nurturing environment for families and individuals
and a good place to do business.

James Graham Brown Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Contact Person:

Title:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

4350 Brownsboro Road, Suite 200
Louisville, Kentucky 40207

502-896-2440
Dodie McKenzie
Program Officer

www.jgbf.org
dodie@brownfoundation.com

Kentucky

Grant

Program

October

$20,000- $1,000,000

Funding Sources for Rural Microenterprise Page 19



Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email;

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

2920 Reynolda Road
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27106

336-748-9222

www.mrbf.org
info@wrbf.org

West Virginia, Mississippi, Alabama, Kentucky, Georgia, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, South Carolina, Tennessee
Grant

Program

August, March

Various

Their focus is on nonprofit organizations with deep community
connections and a successful track record of supporting entrepreneurs
and community-owned enterprises with lending, technical assistance,
brokering or other services.

Michigan Womens Foundation

Address:

Phone;:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

Funding Sources for Rural Microenterprise

17177 N. Laurel Park Dr., Suite 433
Livona, Michigan 48152

(734)542-3946

www. miwf.org
grants@miwf.org

Michigan

Grant

Program

Request in November field by January
$10,000 - $50,000

The Michigan Womens Foundation’s focus is to promote the economic
self-sufficiency and personal well of women and girls in Michigan. The
West Michigan Office can also be contacted
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New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:

37 Pleasant Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

603-225-6641

www.nhcf.org
info@nhcf.org

New Hampshire and some neighboring communities in Maine and
Vermont.

Grant

Program

April and October

Northwest Area Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Prior funder:

Comments:

60 Plato Boulevard East, Suite 400
St. Paul, Minnesota 55107

651-224-9635

http://mww.nwaf.org
info@nwaf.org

Minnesota, lowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Idaho,
Washington, and Oregon

Grant

Program

Funded rural microenterprise development previously

The Northwest Area Foundation exists to help communities in the eight-

state region reduce poverty.

Funding Sources for Rural Microenterprise
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Phil Hardin Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email;

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:
Funding cycle:

Amount:
Comments:

Providian Bank
Address:

Phone:
Website:
Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:
Funding cycle:

Amount:

Comments:

Funding Sources for Rural Microenterprise

1921 Twenty-fourth Avenue
Meridian, Mississippi 39301

(601) 483-4282

www.philhardin.org
jnfo@philhardin.org|

Mississippi

Grant

Program

Proposals should be submitted to the foundation at least three months in
advance of the date by which a decision is needed.

$5,000-200,000

The Hardin Foundation will assist and encourage effective community-
based initiatives that have a locally determined focus on educational
improvement and economic development.

201 Mission Street
San Fransico, California 94105

415-278-4336
www. providian.com/cg

California, Kentucky,New Hampshire, Utah, Texas
Grant

Program

Ongoing

$1,000-$10,000

Programs/projects for which applicants are requesting grant money
should target educationally or economically disenfranchised populations.
Please send inquiries and grant requests to the Providian office identified
for your community.
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Riley Foundation

Address:

Phone:
Contact Person:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:
Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

4518 Poplar Springs Drive
Meridian, Mississippi 39305

601-481-1430
Becky Lewis

http://www.rileyfoundation.org
info@rileyfoundation.org

Mississippi

Grant/Loans

Program

Feb 15, May 15, Aug 15, and Nov 15
$500-$400,000

There is a focus on the betterment of the economic conditions in some of
the counties of Mississippi.

San Francisco Women's Foundation

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:
Funding cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

340 Pine Steet, Suite 302
San Fransico, California 94104

415-837-1144

pwww.twfusa.org|
info@twfusa.org

California

Grant

Program
November

$5,000 to $30,000

The purpose of the Community Action Fund is to increase funding for
organizations that serve to empower women and girls, particularly those
who are discriminated against or marginalized in our society. An
important goal is to forge alliances between organizations, grantmakers,
and donors with similar agendas, to advance rights and opportunities for
women and girls throughout California. These grants are for capacity
building, infastructure development, and direct services.
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Sustainable Community Innovation Grants

Sponsored by:

Website:

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding Cycle:
Amount:

Comments:

The Southern Region Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
Program (SARE) and the Southern Rural Development Center (SRDC)

http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/sare/2004calls/04sci.PDF

Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia
Grant

Program

September

Grants of up to $10,000

There is an emphasis on building partnerships between diverse groups
such as farmers, researchers, government, community organizations, and
environmentalists. Allowable uses for the grant include developing
value-added entrepreneurial activities in the agriculture sector. SARE is
a U.S. Department of Agriculture-funded initiative that sponsors
competitive grants for sustainable agriculture research and education in a
regional process nationwide. SAN is dedicated to the exchange of
scientific and practical information on sustainable agriculture systems
using a variety of printed and electronic communications tools. Note this
is not a private foundation but is included in this section due to its regional
focus.

Wyoming Community Fund

Address:

Phone:

Website:
Email;

Region:

Type of funding:
Area of funding:

Funding cycle:

Comments:

221 Ivinson Avensue, Suite 202
Laramie, Wyoming 82070

307-721-8300

www.wycf.org
wcf@wycf.org

Wyoming

Grant

Program

March, July, November

The Wyoming Community Foundation focuses its grantmaking around the
theme of community building, in the broad charitable fields of arts and
culture, civic projects, conservation and natural resources, education, and
health and human services.
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References For Funding Searches

http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/ruralres/resource.htm

. |Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance,lGrant Cateqories

ttp://www.cfda.gov/public/grantsubtopic.asp?catcode=B#JMP5
The online Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance supplies access to a database of all Federal
programs available to State and local governments (including the District of Columbia); federally-
recognized Indian tribal governments; Territories (and possessions) of the United States;
domestic public, quasi-public, and private profit and nonprofit organizations and institutions;
specialized groups; and individuals.

« |Community of Science Funding Opportunities |
http://fundingopps2.cos.com/|
The most comprehensive source of funding information available on the Web, with more than
23,000 records, representing over 400,000 funding opportunities, worth over $33 billion.

+ |Council on Foundations
D O
The Council on Foundations is a membership organization of more than 2,000 grant making |
foundations and giving programs [worldwide. We provide leadership expertise, legal services and
networking opportunities—among other services—to pur members]and to the general public.

- |CSREES Funding Opportunities Page, |
http://www.reeusda.gov/1700/funding/ourfund.htm|
Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Services, learn about funding
opportunities. Updates on available grants.

- [EirstGov for NonProfits |
http://www.firstgov.gov/Business/Nonprofit.shtml#grants|
Information is provided about federal grants and there are state and local funding directories
available. Additionally there are resources available that enhance an individual’s ability to write
an effective grant proposal.

. |Foundation Center |
http://fdncenter.org/]
This online orientation will explore the funding research process step by step. Affiliating oneself
with an organization or obtaining a fiscal sponsor can increase the likelihood of receiving funding.
There is a large amount of information regarding best practices for grant writing and research
available through the Foundation Center

- |Eundsnet Services,

p://www.fundsnetservices.com/

Great resource for financial resources and well as information regarding how to write a grant.

. |Grants.qov |

http://www.grants.gov/|
Opportunity to search for grants as well as receive a newsletter or email updating you of the most
recent grants available.
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« Grantsmanship Center
http://www.tgci.com/]
First offered in 1972 and continuously updated, TGCI's Grantsmanship Training Program|covers
all aspects of researching grants, writing grant proposals and negotiating with funding sources.
More than 90,000 nonprofit and government personnel have attended this demanding, five-day
workshop, which now includes a full year of valuable jmembership services.|

« NADO Foundations & Resources for Grantseekers Links
http://www.nado.org/links/#GRANTS
This site contains information regarding sources of funding for regional organizations serving
small metropolitan and rural America.

« National Rural Funders Collaborative
http://www.nrfc.org/index.asp
The National Rural Funders Collaborative is a partnership of national and regional funders and
investors, grass roots practitioners, policymakers, and public sector agencies working together to
expand resources for communities and families in rural areas facing persistent poverty. Beyond
leveraging new and sustainable resources for rural areas, NRFC is developing a learning network
in which practitioners and funders, along with other rural stakeholders and strategic allies, can
identify best practices and measurable outcomes, while working together for effective policy
change.
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