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Professional Experience:

World Council of Credit Unions, Inc. (1990 to present)
Chief Operating Officer  

Brian Branch manages and directs World Council of Credit Unions technical assistance programs as
well as member relations in Latin America, Africa, Asia, Europe and the Caribbean. 

Former positions at the World Council of Credit Unions include Economist, Manager of Research
and Development, Regional Manager for Latin America, Director of Technical Services, Vice
President of Development Services and Interim Chief Executive Officer.  Brian Branch has been
engaged in development fieldwork research and implementation for over 26 years.  He has worked
with credit union, micro finance and other financial institution services for over 17 years.

Dr. Branch identifies and designs programs for credit union financial self sufficiency, product
innovation, outreach expansion and financial service systems.  Technical duties have included:

•  Manage and develop staff capabilities through strategic planning, performance goals /
measurement, incentive programs and team building.

• Writing grants and proposals for credit union, micro finance, rural finance and research project
funding.

• Designing programs to transfer financial management practices, policies, procedures, tools,
products, technologies and management skills to credit unions in Latin America, Africa and
the Caribbean.

• Providing service and product development assistance for savings, tailored credit products and
transaction service networks as well as well as designing international financial network
systems.

•  Managing WOCCU multi year projects in Bolivia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Ecuador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Nicaragua and South Africa. 

•  Designing and leading individual survey impact time series studies and carrying out
institutional and financial field analysis of financial institutions.

• Conducting institutional assessments and market research for credit union systems which have
included the United States, Trinidad, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Nicaragua, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Malawi, Nicaragua and Suriname.

• Providing technical assistance consulting and leading short term technical assistance missions
in institutional development and financial management.

Dr.  Branch serves as Chairman of the Board of Directors of The WOCCU Services Group Corporation.



Field Experience:
Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Kenya, Mexico, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Poland,
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Suriname, Trinidad, Uganda, Vietnam, Zambia

Previous Employment History:
Credit Union National Association (1989 - 1990)  Economist. 
University of Wisconsin at Madison, Economics Dept. (1984 - 1988) Teaching Assistant.

United States Agency for International Development (1981) Lima, Peru, Research
Consultant

Education:
• Ph.D., Economics 1990, Underground Production in Peru: The Informal Sector.  University of

Wisconsin, Madison.
• M.S., Economics, University of Wisconsin, Madison.
• M.A., Latin American Studies, 1981. Change and Continuity in the Peruvian Public Sector. 

University of Texas, Austin.
• B.A., Government and Spanish, Bowdoin College.

Languages:
English
Spanish
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